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Purgatory is tucked away between Durango and Silverton along the San Juan Skyway, on the 

southern edge of the San Juan Mountains. One of ColoradoÕs most family friendly ski resorts, 

Purgatory is a year-round destination for an authentic Colorado mountain experience when the snow 

melts. The Village Plaza base area is home to a vibrant collection of family-friendly attractions, 

lodging, retail shops, restaurants, and bars. In the summer, Purgatory offers a range of family-friendly 

attractions, including the areaÕs only lift-served mountain bike park, alpine slide and Inferno mountain 

coaster.  

New for 2022, kids ages 12 and younger will enjoy unlimited mountain bike uplifts with the free Power 

Kids season pass. This summer Purgatory will continue to develop the resortÕs first lift-served downhill 

mountain biking trail for beginners. The multiphase Shangri-La trail offers fun and flowy turns, perfect 

for riders looking to gain confidence or hone their skills. Visit the Bike Trail Report for conditions.  

Throughout the summer, Purgatory will host free live music every week and signature events from the 

Mountain Archery Fest and Carve War's Chainsaw Art Competition, to Summer Brew and the 

Mushroom and Wine Dinner. Test your mettle at the Trail Party Enduro or Mountain Marmot Trail Run. 

For competitive cyclists, Purgatory continues to develop podium-quality terrain to attract new sporting 

events, including the Downhill Rockies race series in August. Purgatory will also continue to host 

national races with the Big Mountain Enduro and USA Cycling Collegiate Mountain Bike 

Championships returning in July and October 2022. Visit Purgatory.ski to learn more.  

Purgatory Summer 2022 Operations



Durango, CO Ñ (May 11, 2022) Ñ Purgatory announces capital improvement projects to enhance 
the year-round recreational experience and preserve the uniqueness of Purgatory. The overall plan's 
primary goal is in line with the resort's mission: skiing first. 

"Despite setbacks and challenges over the past several years, we are committed to the long-term 
success of Purgatory,Ó said Dave Rathbun, GM of Purgatory. "These strategic investments will 
improve the resort experience and continue to define Purgatory for decades to come.Ó  

The following projects are scheduled to begin this summer: 

¥ Snowmaking System Modernization  - a completely upgraded system, including rebuilt 
pumps, a new energy-efficient compressor and control automation will improve reliability and 
maximum delivery of water and air to snowguns using less energy in less time to capitalize on 
shorter snowmaking temperature windows. 

¥ Parking - expanded parking capacity and continued incentive for carpooling. Additional spaces 
added to lower Columbine and Gelande parking lots. The Main Village parking lot will continue 
to be reserved for free parking for vehicles with 4+ people on weekends and holidays during 
the ski season. 

¥ Lift Upgrades  - Lift 1 and 3 will continue their respective multi-year modernization plans to 
add decades to their reliable operation. 

Purgatory Announces 2022 Capital Improvement Projects



¥ Bike Park  - Purgatory will increase uphill mountain bike capacity with the second installation of 
the Deason bike tray carriers and the completion of the Shangri-La trail from the top of Lift 1 to 
the top of Lift 4 this summer, the resortÕs first lift-served downhill trail for beginners. For 
competitive cyclists, Purgatory will continue to develop podium-quality terrain and host national 
races like the Big Mountain Enduro and USA Cycling Collegiate Mountain Bike Championships 
returning in July and October 2022. 

¥ Rental Equipment  - Skiers can enjoy a brand new performance rental fleet from Všlkl. 

¥ On-Mountain Dining  - DanteÕs CafŽ and Backside Bistro will undergo improvements to the 
guest experience including new design elements coupled with a reimagined culinary 
experience for both outlets. 

¥ WiFi Connectivity - modernized WiFi system in the base area on the beach and in 
Powderhouse and DanteÕs on-mountain lodges will deliver more bandwidth through improved 
connectivity. 

¥ Digital Radio System  - a multi-year radio system conversion to digital technology commences 
this summer with the replacement of the Ski Patrol channel and hardware. 

¥ Grooming and Slope Maintenance  - a Prinoth Leitwolf X winch cat will complete PurgatoryÕs 
fleet rotation of snow-grooming machines to improve slope and park maintenance capabilities. 
Over the last 3-years, Purgatory has made significant investments to replace its entire fleet of 
grooming machines. Prinoth Leitwolf is known as the most powerful snow groomer in the world 
and is the gold standard for ski resorts. The resort now boasts one of the most modern and 
technologically advanced grooming fleets in the industry./ 

The Power Pass provides unlimited access to Purgatory Resort and Hesperus Ski Area in Durango, 
plus, Arizona Snowbowl, Brian Head Resort and Nordic Valley Ski Area in Utah, Sipapu Ski & 
Summer Resort and Pajarito Mountain in New Mexico, and Spider Mountain Bike Park in Texas. This 
yearÕs Power Pass lineup includes a new pass product, free skiing and mountain bike uplifts for kids 
ages 12 and younger, and zero price increases. Visit Purgatory.ski to learn more. 

About Purgatory  

Purgatory is tucked away between Durango and Silverton along the San Juan Skyway, on the 
southern edge of the San Juan Mountains. One of ColoradoÕs most family friendly ski resorts, 
PurgatoryÕs Power Kids season pass grants free unlimited skiing and riding to all kids ages 12 and 
under, no blackout days or purchase required. Purgatory features 105 trails, 8 terrain parks, 12 lifts, 
and 1,605 skiable acres of steep tree skiing and wide-open cruisers; plus year-round family friendly 
activities, lodging, retail, restaurants, bars, and signature events. Home to ColoradoÕs largest guided 
snowcat operation, Purgatory Snowcat Adventures covers 35,000 acres of rolling glades, wide open 
bowls, cliffs, chutes, gullies and trees. Visit Purgatory.ski. 
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Durango, CO Ñ (July 21, 2022) Ñ Purgatory Resort is excited to host the 9th annual Mushroom & Wine 
Dinner, presented by Vector Bank. The event will take place at PurgyÕs Restaurant on Friday, August 19, 2022, 
from 6 pm to 9 pm. The exquisite five-course dinner includes wine pairings inspired by Executive Chef Joe 
Albright's favorite wild mushroom dishes and seasonal ingredients sourced locally in the San Juan Mountains. 
To create the menu, the chef starts with strong wine selections and then shapes the food pairings from there. 

ÒThis is one of the most exciting culinary events as it highlights the local ingredients that grow on the mountain 
and in our region,Ó said Chef Joe. ÒWith recent rains and warm temperatures, we are looking forward to 
another banner season for porcinis, chanterelles, hawks wings, and other wild edible mushrooms. WeÕre also 
especially excited about the Syrah.Ó 

Each summer Chef Joe and his Chef de Cuisine, John Feely, obtain a commercial harvesting license to locally 
forage every mushroom served at the dinner, with the exception of the infamous truffles. An avid forager and 
wild foods connoisseur, Chef Joe enjoys mushroom hunting with his family in his spare time. He has prepared 
more than 100 wild mushroom culinary experiences at festivals throughout the mountain west over the years. 

Following the Mushroom and Wine Dinner, guests can embark on a Wild Mushroom Hunt with PurgatoryÕs 
expert guides on Sunday, August 21. The San Juan National Forest above Purgatory is one of the best places 
in Colorado to find wild mushrooms as edible fungi like to grow above 10,000Õ in elevation. During the hunt, 
guests will learn about edible vs. non-edible mushrooms and techniques for finding mushrooms, while enjoying 
complimentary wine and snacks. 

Mushroom & Wine Dinner tickets are on sale now for $120 per person at purgatory.ski/events/mushroom-wine-
dinner. The Mushroom Hunt is sold separately for $43 and is capped at 75 participants. Book now 
at purgatory.ski/events/mushroom-hunt. Visit Purgatory.ski to learn more.

Feasting and Forgaing at Purgatory Resort


